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GENTLEMEN, 


— RULY ſenſible of the high Honour conferred : 
1 upon me, by the Requeſt that I would pub- 
liſh the followin g Sermon, I take the earlieſt Op- 


portunity of complying with your Deſire, and beg 
= Leave to en 2 . 


Vour moſt obli ged, 
And obedient humble Servant, 


Jon LEVER, 
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e of Amos, 4h Chap. Part of 12th Ver. 
8 Prepare to meet thy Cod. 
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HAT there; is a God . all Nature = 
cries aloud, through all her Works: The 
Heavens declare his Glory, and the Fir- 

mament ſheweth his Handy-work;” The atten- 
tive Mind obſerves the divine Providence conſpicu- 
ous in every part of the Creation: Wrapt up in 

Wonder and Delight, when ſhe beholds the Vault 
of Heaven thick ſet with Stars,—the Planets per- 
forming their annual, and diurnal Courſes, regu- 
lar, and harmonic, the i is convinced that there muſt | 
be ſanAlmighty, and infinitely wiſe Being, who placed 
them in their ſeveral Spheres, and * ſet them their 

„ Bounds which they cannot paſs.” If ſhe deſcends 5 
and fixes her Thoughts upon this Earth, ſhe will 

be equally aſtoniſhed with the Syſtems of the ve- 

getable and animal Part of the Creation. Every 

7 Tree, Plant, and Flower,—cvery Nl and the 

N * minureſt Inſect, proclaim a preſent 1 Who 
. . * wrought 
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18 < wrought them out of the rude Maſs of Matter, 


* inſpired their various Degrees of Life, and con- 
« ducts them through the ſeveral Stages from their 
„Birth to their Diſſolution:“ Let her ſurvey the 


human Body, and her Wonder will ſtill increaſe; 
and laſtly, let her refle& upon herſelf, upon her 
own Capacity, Senſe, and Reaſon, and ſhe will find 
a Monitor within, whoſe conſcious Feelings will 
confirm her Opinion, that blind, and ; uncertain 
Chance could not poſlibly have perfected this won 
derful and amazing Work; but that there muſt be 
an all-wiſe, almighty Creator, who for the nobleſt 
| Purpoſes formed the human Frame, and by fixing 
in it the intellectual Faculties, ſtamped it with his 


own Image, 3 and made it to * a Reſemblance to 
N himſelf. 5 


Thus far our Hats, and the Light a Nature | 


lead us. Thus far the Philoſophers of old attain- 
| ed, but the Events of human Life perplexed and 
aſtoniſhed them, confounded their Ideas, and led 
them into ſuch a Labyrinth of Uncertainty, as they 
| could not unravel, For if there“ was an all-wiſe, 
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and Almighty Ruler, they bol r not cen 
that he would ſuffer, what they frequently ſaw hap- 
pen, the vicious Man triumphant in his villanous 


Deſigns, committing all manner of Sin and Wick- 


edneſs, not only with Impunity, but to all outward 


; Appearance, with the moſt flattering Succeſs; and 


the virtuous, honeſt Man, poor and oppreſſed, de- 
ſpiſed, forſaken, and abandoned by his Friends, to 
every Species of the moſt tormenting Diſtreſs, I 
ſay, this they could not reconcile to their Idea of a 
powerful, and juft, and merciful Governor of the 
World. Here they were puzzled with Mazes, and 
_ perplexed with Doubts, * till the Sun of Righteouſ- | 
L neſcs aroſe, with healing in his Wings,” and by 


che Brightneſs of his Appearance, diſpelled the 


thick Clouds and Miſts of Ignorance and Error, 
revealed to us the true Religion, and“ juſtified the 
Ways of God to Man.” The bleſſed Jeſus brought 
Life and Immortality to Light through the Goſ- 
* pel.” He taught us, that there muſt be a future 
Reckoning made; that when this great Globe, and 


all that it inhabit are diſſolved, there will be a final 5 


3 Day * Account, —a ſolemn Enquiry into the 5 
| e B52 . and 
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and bad Actions of Mankind i in general, and that 
ecvery one in particular, muſt be anſwerable for the 
Things done in his Body, © whether they are good 


* or whether they are bad,” and that there will be 


a State of everlaſting Retribution to reward the 
Good, and puniſh the Wicked. The poor diſtreſ- 
ſed Mourner, who wandered through the dreary, 
and inhoſpitable Wilds of an unpitying, unfeeling 
World, ſhall then receive the Reward of his Inte- 
grity, his Reſignation, his Patience; and with Joy 
unſpeakable, ſhall hear his Judge, in Sounds ex- 
tatic, ſalute him with © well done, good, and faith- ; 
N. ful Servant, enter thou i into the Joy of thy Lord,” 
whilſt the haughty Tyrant, who triumphed herein 
| His Wickedneſs, who, clothed in purple and fine 
Linen, and faring ſumptuouſly every Day, with. 
held his Protection, his Aſſiſtance from the Poor and 
| Needy; and who neglected the Commands of his 
Saviour dying for him, dying to give him an Op- 
portunity, through his Merits, of reſcuing himſelf 
by true Repentance, and amendment of Life, from 
that terrible and dreadful State, to which his aban- 
5 doned and wicked Wits HPO him. This Wretch, 
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CES 
with horror inconceivable, muſt hear the dreadful 
Sentence of Condemnation from his powerful, and 
to him, terrible © J ge. 


FOR To tuch an Audience, as I am now addreſſing, 
I will not ſuppoſe it neceſfiry to dwell longer up- 
on this Subject. I will preſume, that you are not 
only nominally, but really, and truly Chriſtians 5 
indeed; that your Faith is eſtabliſhed, that you 
do aſſent to the Tenets of the Religion you profeſs, 
and are convinced, that there is a God, who pre- 
ſides over the Kingdoms of this Earth, and to 
8 whom you are to be accountable for your Beha- 
Vvuoͤocur in this Life. And if this be the Caſe, it can- 
not be improper to. remind you to © prepare to 
a meet your God.” Nor do I think it at all unſcaſon- 
able to do it, on this preſent Occaſion, when we 
are aſſembled to perform the Offices of our ſeveral 
Stations, for the Furtherance of true Juſtice and 
Religion. It is certainly right, when it may be of 
Advantage to us, to compare great Things with 
| ſmaller. Therefore let thoſe who attend the Cours 
of Juſtice, either on Account of Buſineſs or dan — 
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ſity, make it of real Service to themſelves, by ſuf- 
fering the Solemnity of them to impreſs their 
Minds, with the awful Thoughts of the laſt tre- 
mendous Day of the Lord. When we ſee the poor 

affrighted Wretch called up to the Bar, to anſwer 
to the heavy Charge brought againſt him; pale 

Horror, and the moſt dreadful Anxiety painted in 
his Countenance, perhaps his guilty Conſcience. 


giving the Lie ro his Words when he pleads not 


guilty; I ſay, when we view this affecting Scene, 
let us remember, that we muſt - one Day appear 
before the Bar of an higher and more tremendous 
Tribunal; and that we ſhall there be deprived of 
the only Hope, which the Criminal here, if guilty, ©. 
can form in his Breaſt, that the Evidence will 
not be ſufficient to prove his Guilt. But at the laſt 
Day, when the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be diſ- 
cloſed, no well-concerted Scheme of Privacy, no 
artful Diſguiſe will there avail us any Thing; 
there will be no ſhuffling, no trifling, but our Of- 
fences will appear in open View, and the very In- 
dcdeentions of our Hearts be pole in che . = 
” Angle and of Men. 8 


When 


7 


wen the guilty Criminal is broupht u up to the 

Bar to receive the Sentence of Condemnation ſo- 
lemnly pronounced upon him by the Judge, every 
| Spectator, who is not void of Senſibility, muſt be 
ſtruck with Awe and Seriouſneſs. Let not this be 
loſt upon us, let not the Thought eſcape us, how 
terrible muſt be the Situation of that Wretch, who 


is to receive the Sentence of everlaſting Condemna- 


dien from the great Judge of quick and dead! 


Humanity infpires us with painful Feelings, 
upon ſeeing the Malefactor condemned to atone _ 
for his Offences, with the Loſs of his Life. Whilſt _ 
we deteſt the Crime, we cannot but pity the Man, 


5 and mourn over the Depravity of human Nature, 
Which can be brought to commit ſuch Crimes as 


| expoſe it to this Puniſhment. But how happy is 
this Criminal in having Time allowed by real, and 
ſincere Repentance to waſh away his Guilt, and to 
prepare to meet his God.” Whereas, at the laſt; 
the final Day of Account, there will be no Time 
for Repentance, no. poſſibility of reverſing, or al- 
3 the * of the Puniſhment which 
5 ſhall 


TT 


ſhall be fixed upon us by the Almighty Judge. 
Freter let us, whilſt we have Time, © prepare 


to meet our God,” and in earneſt ſet about this great | 
Work, leſt, whilſt we are wavering and forming 


An Purpoſes, the keen Dart of Death ſhould 
overtake us, Opportunity ſlip out of our Hands, 
and be loſt for ever. The ſhortneſs of human Life, 
and the uncertainty of its Period, ſhould be the 
moſt powerful Arguments to haſten this Prepara- 
tion. The frequent Inſtances which we meet with, 
of ſome of our Fellow-Creatures being ſuddenly 
called to their Account by divers Diſeaſes, and the, 
moſt unaccountable Accidents, ſhould make W 
; about this "nr Work, and PRINTS for our latter | 
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from being a Security, that we often ſee the Poſ- 
ſeſſor of it, ſnatched away by the ſudden Stroke of 
an Apoplexy, or a thouſand other Diſorders. We 
have lately had a mournful Proof of this, i in the 5 
ſudden Death of a valuable Man, who filled one 
of the cn Stations n. and well, whoſe 
i 8 Abilities 1 — 


, . . . — , . Vm 


Abilities were equalled only by his Integrity, his 
anxious Care, and indefatigable Induſtry in every 
Buſineſs which could promote the good of his 1 if 
Country, The Public in general, this County in | 
. muſt ſeverely feel and lament his Loſs. 4 


„Let not my Gratitude wehick. prompts 1 me to 
ö ſopak this, be miſconſtrued. Let not what _— 7x | 
Heart dictates be called fulſome Flattery. It is a 
juſt Tribute due from me, to the Memory of my (6 
deceaſed Friend. But, O God! * Will be done. 4 


- ” i 101 return, * The rejoicing 8 Spitirs of Wr Vi- Ev 1 
1 2 * gour, the exulting Hope, the enchanting — 


« pet ſhall in a few, may, in a very few Years be OT | un 
© extinguiſhed in the dark Manſions of the Grave; 0 
every fair Form, that is now animated with 4 
lively Senſe and: ſprightly Fancy, ſhall ſoon be | 
* mouldered in the common Duſt, ſenſeleſs and _ I 
he 


(forgotten, through a Series of Ages.“ Perhaps, 

Sg ere this ſacred Place is again filled with the pious 15 

_ and devout Worſhippers of their God, perhaps . 
fore this enn! Sun mall let, the e which 1 | 5 
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is now ſpeaking, may be huſhed in everlaſling Si- 
lence, *© ſome Ear that is liſtening to theſe Ob- 
ſervations may be cloſed in Inſenſibility. How 
en then is it to prepare for this awful Event! 


The beſt preparations for Death are a virtuous 


Temper, and a good Life, To attain theſe, we 
muſt ſtudy . the Doctrines and Example of our di- 
vine Maſter, the bleſſed Jeſus. He has given us 
Rules for our Behaviour, in every different Situa- 

tion of Life, and he has ſhewed us the practica- 

: bility of his Precepts by his own divine Example. 
The: Religion which our Saviour came into the 
World to promulgate, is as equally adapted to make 
this Life comfortable and agreeable, as to inſure 

to us the Bleſſings of hereafter. The angelic He- 
ralds proclaimed at once the glad Tidings of his 

Arrival, and the benevolent Intent of his coming. 

The heavenly Choir in Sounds Celeſtial, ſaluting 

the raviſhed Ears of the wondering Shepherds with, 

, Glory to God in the e on Earth Peace, 
Good-will towards Men.“ The divine Intent of 
our Saviour s coming was. to reſcue Man from 5 
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the Bondage of Sin, by his Atonement to ſatisfy 
the offended Juſtice of God, to make us happy 
here, and Heirs of everlaſting Life in the World 


to come. He cleared up the Doubts and Uncer- 


tainties in which the World was then involved, 

took off the Veil, and inſtead of the Ceremonies 
of the Jewiſh Inſtitution, eſtabliſhed a Religion 

founded on plain rational Principles, demonſtrable 


to every Obſerver, and ſo clear, that he who runs 


& AST as > « 


may read, and underſtand too, if he will diveſt 


himſelf of Prejudice and Partiality. | Let us caſt 
our Eyes attentively and ſeriouſly upon the Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel, and we ſhall be convinced 
| that they are not only eaſy in the Practice, but 
5 5 likewiſe calculated to promote our Felicity in this 
Life, as well as in the World to come. He taught 
us, that we ſhould entertain juſt Notions of the 


Deity and of his Attributes. Filled with religious 
_ Awe by the Conſideration of his infinite Wiſdom, 


Omniſcience, Omnipreſence, Juſtice and Power; 


444 HINA 


and warmed with Sentiments of the livelieſt Gra= _ 


£ titude and Love, when we conſider his darlin g At- 
0 tribute, his Mercy, which adds a Luſtre to Omni- 
. OA . potence : 
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potence itſelf, and which every Day produces 
ſome Inſtances of to us all. From theſe Sentiments 
muſt ſpring Devotion unaffected and ſincere, - De- 
votion inſpired by Love and Gratitude, which will 
make our Prayers and Praiſes a willing Sacrifice, 
and render them acceptable in the Sight of God. 
For unleſs the Heart is really and truly concerned 
and warmed with this holy Flame, the affectation 
of Sanctity will ſignify nothing. All outward Pro- 
feſſions and Forms will rather turn to our Con- 
demnation in his Sight, who requireth Truth in 
the inward Parts. The wanton Eye, ſeized with 
ſome ſudden Emotion, may drop the Tear of Peni- 
tence; the Conſcience of the moſt. abandoned 
Wretch, may awaken him with a ſudden Pang, 
| and make him cry out, God be merciful to me 


a Sinner!“ But this, or any other outward Ap- 


- pearance of Repentance, will not avail us any 
Thing, unleſs it produces Amendment of Life. 
True Repentance conſiſteth not in mortiſied and me- 
lancholy Appearances, but in an Alteration of our 
Conduct and Behaviour; it is the Heart which muſt 
be affected, and this muſt be * by the Actions. 


This 5 


40 


This! is the Repentance which our Redeemer pre- 
ſcribed to us, as neceſſary to our Acceptance into 
God's Favour, an hearty Sorrow for what we have 
done amiſs, and a well-founded Reſolution to 
walk for the future in Amendment of Life. If we 
| are ſatisfied that this is our Caſe, he teaches us 
With all Humility to hope for the Favour of God, 
which we are to implore by ſincere and hearty N 
1 Prayer, firmly believing, that, through the Merits 
of our Saviour, we ſhall receive the divine Grace 
and Aſſiſtance: And ſurely there 1s no great Diffi- 


culty in performing theſe Duties, nothing repug- 


nant to human Nature, or inconſiſtent with true 
Pleaſure in it. Let gloomy Enthuſiaſts paint Re- 
: ligion in Frowns, and recommend a moroſeneſs 
and auſterity of Boligvioie, which muſt cover its 


Diſciples with a perpetual Gloom, and agitate the 


Breaſt with Sighs and Groans; this cannot be a 
true Picture of the Religion which the God of 
Love preſcribed to his Creatures, and which the 


S38ion of God, who is Love err, came into tne World 1 
to promulgate, i 
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Let us now take a ſhort View of the Behaviour 


Which the Religion of Jeſus requires of us with 
Regard to our Fellow-Creatures. We are: taught 


by this Religion to be kindly affectioned one 


towards another, forgiving, compaſſionate and 
. benevolent. Let our Imagination preſent to us 
a World, inhabited by rational Creatures, who 
really acted upon theſe Principles, and we ſhall 
be in Raptures with the Idea of that Harmony, 
Peace and Pleaſure, which would reign in it. 
For was the Benevolence which our Lord re- 
commended, duly practiſed, how very different 
would be the Face of Society? Free from the bale- 
ful Influence of Malice and of Envy, thoſe horrid 
corroding paſſions, we ſhould ſee the Smile of Bro- 
5 therly-Love upon every Countenance, each one re- 
joicing in the Welfare of his Neighbour, and en- 


deavouring to relieve the Diſtreſs of his ſorrowing 


afflicted Brethren. Was the Charity preſcribed by 


the Goſpel univerſally practiſed, the poor diſtreſſed 


 Mourner would not wander long in ſour Afflictions 
Path, but would be ſure, ſoon to meet with the 


| good Samaritan, who would pour the Balm of 
N | 5 Comfort i 
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| Comfort into his Wounds, ſoften his Diſtreſs, 


powerfully aſſiſt him to ſtruggle nobly with his 
 Misfortunes, and if he could not entirely relieve 
them, would greatly alleviate the — of the 


| painful en. 


Religion viewed in chis Light, muſt aw the 
N Admiration and Love of all her Beholders, for theſe 
* her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all her 
paths are Peace.“ The Satisfaction experienced 
by the poor Wretch who is relieved from Miſery 
and Diſtreſs, recoils with the moſt pleaſing Force 
upon the Breaſt of the Benefactor, and gives him 
a Delight which Language cannot deſcribe, un- 
| known to, and not to be conceived by the ſordid 


Wretch, hard and unfeeling of another's Woe,” 


whoſe Heart wrapped up in itſelf, and only anx- 
ious to gratify its own covetous Deſires, knows 
none of thoſe ſweet Emotions of Soul, which con- 
ſtitute the moſt delicate of all Pleaſures, that of 
conferring Faſe and Comfort upon the diſtreſſed. 
That the feelings of a benevolent Heart, are in 
TER themſelves : a ſufficient Reward for a generous Ac- 
ME ok tion, 
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tion, I dare appeal to any of you my Hearers, who. 
have indulged yourſelves in this moſt delightful 


of all Practices, who in the Performance of this 


Duty, have heard the liſping Tongue of Infants 
in artleſs Sounds rejoicing, thank you; have ſeen 

the melting Eye of the raviſhed Parent, unexpect- 
edly relieved by your Bounty, pay the Tribute of 

a Tear, to eaſe the Heart, overcome with Exceſs of | 

: Gratitude, which deprives the Tongue of is 
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Theſe are the delightful Effects of the Temper 


which the Religion of the bleſſed Jeſus will inſpire 
us with;—theſe are the Works which that Temper 
will produce; an ardent and grateful Love of God, 
which will be expreſſed by frequent and ſincere In- 8 
ſtances of private Devotion, by a regular, but not 
ſuperſtitious obſervance of religious Solemnities; 
and above all, by a conſtant Obedience to the di- 
vine Law, and. a calm Reſignation of ourſelves to 
the Diſpoſal of Heaven; while with Regard to our 


Fellow-Creatures, we ſhall be benevolent and cha- 


5 ritable. Theſe are not the only Virtues which our 
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Religion inculcates as neceſſary to our Salvation, 
but they neceſſarily lead to all the reſt, and the 
truly benevolent and charitable Heart cannot har=- _ 


bour the malignant Paſſions, nor be guilty of Vices 
which muſt ſpring from Pride, Envy, Malice, Ha- 


tred or Revenge. Therefore, let us ſeriouſly ex- 
amine our Hearts, whether we are poſſeſſed of this 
133 Temper, and Inder we manifeſt our Sincerity 


by the practice of theſe Duties; whether we have 


a real and ſincere Love for our God, and a true Re- . 
gard for our Fellow-Creatures; in ſhort, whether 


we are true Diſciples of the Religion we profeſs, 


and merit the honourable Name of Chriſtians. 
For if this is the Caſe, we are certainly“ prepared 
to meet our God, a need not be under any 
Apprehenſions of being called to our Account ei- 


ther by a ſudden Death, or by a lingering Diſeaſe. 


Wherefore, in the Words of an elegant and noble 


Author. 40 fear the Lord all the Days of thy Life, 
* and walk in the Paths which he hath opened 


before thee. Let prudence admoniſh thee, let 


. Temperance reſtrain; let Juſtice guide thy Hand, 


EG Benevolence warm thy Heart, and Gratitude = 
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5 Heaven rn ſpire thee with Devotion, Thefe ſhall - 
give thee Happineſs in thy preſent State, and 
bring thee to the Manſions of eternal Fekicity in 2 
the Paradiſe of God.“ That this may be the 
| happy Lot of us all, O God of thy infinite Mercy 
grant, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom - 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed alt 
Adoration and Praiſe, now and for evermore. 

Amen. 5 
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